
4GWE Launches New Sites: WiMAX | LTE | WIRELESS BACKHAUL | Broadband Stimulus

4GWE HOME

Community home

   
Broadband Stimulus Featured Article

back | view  all articles

November 04, 2009

Skycasters' Landefeld Suggests Satellite Plan for Broadband Stimulus Movement

 By Kelly McGuire, TMCnet Editor

With broadband stimulus funding still in limbo, other industry sectors are seeking out w ays to improve telecommunications by divulging into

other venues, as w ell as broadband. And, in the current economic recession, every new  project idea or suggestion helps.

Skycasters’ American Recovery and Reinvestment Act expert

Gordon Landefeld said recently that there is a new  road that the

telecom industry could travel on as a w ay to list the U.S. economy

out of the recession. 

Landefeld said that Internet access via commercial satellite

broadband could lessen the f inancial burden the United States is

currently facing, pulling the economy out of the doldrums, as it w ould

give citizens quick Internet access to education, healthcare and

business opportunities. 

“Our commercial grade satellite backhauled WiMAX (New s - Alert)

solution is fast to install, is recyclable w ith future technologies and

helps sustain local economies through both Internet backup and

revenue creation opportunities,” Landefeld said, adding that f iber is

the big pipe solution, but it’s also the most expensive solution and

takes forever to deploy across plains, over mountains, and even through cities. 

“Satellite backhauled WiMAX gives a community a relatively instant closure to the digital divide,” he added. 

If  site approval is received and, most importantly, there are f inancial means by w hich to do so, satellite backhauled WiMAX could be deployed

w ithin the next 90 days. 

“We pour the concrete, erect the tow er, point the dish, install the user modules on houses and businesses, and flip the sw itch,” Landefeld

said. “Residents and businesses get a choice of consumer grade or commercial grade plans.”

And, w hile consumer grade is less expensive, users receive few er benefits than w ith the commercial grade plan. With commercial grade,

users get guaranteed minimum bandw idth. 

“So like Skycasters’ normal satellite customers, the residents of unserved or underserved communities can reasonably expect that making a

phone call or sending an email w ill w ork the f irst, second and hundredth time,” Landefeld said. 

And, since this broadband stimulus solution is recyclable since the f iber connection can be made directly to the WiMAX tow er w ithout having to

make f iber connections at every house, this possible scenario can add to the sustainability of an Internet environment that is in limbo stages
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right now . 

“An economic stimulus means you get help today to create grow th tomorrow ,” Landefeld said. “You can’t w ait f ive years for that stimulus

effect. We need it now .”

Kelly McGuire is a TMCnet Web editor, covering CRM and workforce technologies, and anchor of its daily TMC Newsroom video broadcast.

Kelly also writes about eco-friendly "green" technologies and smart grids, compiling TMCnet's weekly e-Newsletters on those topics, as well

as the cable industry. To read more of Kelly's articles, please visit her columnist page.
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